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Goals and Objectives
· The purpose of this project is to create awareness of differences and a cultural understanding of others.

· The student will learn the hardship and tragedies of teenagers during the Holocaust through primary resources.

· The students will be more appreciative of others thus enhancing behavior patterns and minimizing bullying.
· Students will learn to appreciate the values of democratic societies with

awareness of the need to protect and safeguard the rights of vulnerable

citizens. There is a connection between how society treats its most vulnerable

people and its basic social values.
    This project tells the story of children and young people who were victims of Nazi brutality. Many were isolated, imprisoned in state hospitals and work camps

and thousands were murdered. Their story adds to our understanding of the

kind of thinking that culminated in the Holocaust. This is an example of the growing inhumanity of the Hitler regime.
    The persecution and genocide of vulnerable children and young people

were part and parcel of Nazi racism and biological science and they were the

first victims of Nazi genocide. The development of technology used in death

camps took place in the hospitals and institutions which housed children .
    The story of the children provides a unique insight in to the damaging effects of discrimination as well as the importance of safeguarding the rights of vulnerable people and their families. This guide contains suggested themes for classroom activities and discussion.
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New Generation Sunshine State Standards 

Social Studies
(6th Grade)

	SS.6.G.2.5
	Interpret how geographic boundaries invite or limit interaction with other regions and cultures. 

	SS.6.W.1.1
	Use timelines to identify chronological order of historical events.

	SS.6.W.1.3
	Interpret primary and secondary sources. 

	SS.6.W.1.3
	Interpret primary and secondary sources. 

	SS.6.W.1.4
	Describe the methods of historical inquiry and how history relates to the other social sciences. 


	SS.6.W.1.5
	Describe the roles of historians and recognize varying historical interpretations (historiography).


	SS.6.W.1.6
	Describe how history transmits culture and heritage and provides models of human character.


(7th Grade)

	SS.7.C.2.10
	Examine the impact of media, individuals, and interest groups on monitoring and influencing government.

	SS.7.C.2.11
	Analyze media and political communications (bias, symbolism, propaganda). 


	SS.7.C.2.12
	Develop a plan to resolve a state or local problem by researching public policy alternatives, identifying appropriate government agencies to address the issue, and determining a course of action.


	SS.7.C.2.13
	Examine multiple perspectives on public and current issues.


	SS.7.C.2.14
	Conduct a service project to further the public good. 

	SS.7.C.3.1
	Compare different forms of government (direct democracy, representative democracy, socialism, communism, monarchy, oligarchy, autocracy). 

	SS.7.C.4.2
	Recognize government and citizen participation in international organizations. 
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(8th Grade)

	SS.8.A.1.1
	Provide supporting details for an answer from text, interview for oral history, check validity of information from research/text, and identify strong vs. weak arguments.


	SS.8.A.1.2
	Analyze charts, graphs, maps, photographs and timelines; analyze political cartoons; determine cause and effect. 

	SS.8.A.1.4
	Differentiate fact from opinion, utilize appropriate historical research and fiction/nonfiction support materials.


	SS.8.A.1.5
	Identify, within both primary and secondary sources, the author, audience, format, and purpose of significant historical documents.

	SS.8.A.1.7
	View historic events through the eyes of those who were there as shown in their art, writings, music, and artifacts.
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New Generation Sunshine State Standards 

Language Arts
(6th Grade)
	LA.6.1.6.1
	The student will use new vocabulary that is introduced and taught directly;

	LA.6.1.6.5
	The student will relate new vocabulary to familiar words;

	LA.6.1.7.4
	The student will identify cause-and-effect relationships in text; 

	LA.6.1.7.7
	The student will compare and contrast elements in multiple texts; and 

	LA.6.2.1.4
	The student will identify and analyze recurring themes across a variety of works (e.g., bravery, friendship, loyalty, good vs. evil);

	LA.6.3.5.3
	The student will share the writing with the intended audience.

	LA.6.4.2.3
	The student will write specialized informational/expository essays (e.g., process, description, explanation, comparison/contrast, problem/solution) that include a thesis statement, supporting details, an organizational structure particular to its type, and introductory, body, and concluding paragraphs;

	LA.6.6.2.3
	The student will write an informational report that includes a focused topic, appropriate facts and relevant details, a logical sequence, a concluding statement, and a list of sources used; and 

	LA.6.6.3.2
	The student will demonstrate the ability to select and ethically use media appropriate for the purpose, occasion, and audience. 


(7th Grade)
	LA.7.1.6.1
	The student will use new vocabulary that is introduced and taught directly;

	LA.7.1.6.5
	The student will relate new vocabulary to familiar words;

	LA.7.1.7.4
	The student will identify cause-and-effect relationships in text; 

	LA.7.1.7.7
	The student will compare and contrast elements in multiple texts; and 
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	LA.7.2.1.4
	The student will identify and analyze recurring themes across a variety of works (e.g., bravery, friendship, loyalty, good vs. evil);

	LA.7.3.5.3
	The student will share the writing with the intended audience.

	LA.7.4.2.3
	The student will write specialized informational/expository essays (e.g., process, description, explanation, comparison/contrast, problem/solution) that include a thesis statement, supporting details, an organizational structure particular to its type, and introductory, body, and concluding paragraphs;

	LA.7.6.2.3
	The student will write an informational report that includes a focused topic, appropriate facts and relevant details, a logical sequence, a concluding statement, and a list of sources used; and 

	LA.7.6.3.3
	The student will distinguish between propaganda and ethical reasoning      strategies in print and nonprint media.


(8th Grade)
	LA.8.1.7.4
	The student will identify cause-and-effect relationships in text; 

	LA.8.1.7.7
	The student will compare and contrast elements in multiple texts (e.g., setting, characters, problems); and 

	LA.8.2.1.4
	The student will identify and analyze universal themes and symbols across genres and historical periods, and explain their significance;

	LA.8.3.5.3
	The student will share the writing with the intended audience.

	LA.8.4.2.3
	The student will write specialized informational/expository essays (e.g., process, description, explanation, comparison/contrast, problem/solution) that include a thesis statement, supporting details, an organizational structure particular to its type, and introductory, body, and concluding paragraphs;

	LA.8.4.2.5
	The student will write detailed directions to unfamiliar locations using cardinal and ordinal directions, landmarks, streets, and distances, and create an accompanying map.

	LA.8.6.2.3
	The student will write an informational report that includes a focused topic, appropriate facts and relevant details, a logical sequence, a concluding statement, and a list of sources used; and


	LA.8.6.2.4
	The student will understand the importance of legal and ethical practices, including laws regarding libel, slander, copyright, and plagiarism in the use of mass media and digital sources, know the associated consequences, and comply with the law.

	LA.8.6.3.3
	The student will distinguish between propaganda and ethical reasoning strategies in print and nonprint media.
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Course Outline /Overview
· Through the production of their own artwork and poetry the students will reflect upon the lives of actual teens that, in some cases, were exterminated during the Holocaust. 
· The second part of the project involves the implementation of a discussion and debate forum regarding the embracement of differences vs. criticizing others. This activity allows the opportunity to learn about tolerance and understand the history surrounding the Holocaust. This is largely impacted by the personal connection the students will embrace after they have completed the teen reflection exercise.
· Each student receives an actual biography with a picture of a teen that experienced the Holocaust. They will connect with the teen and assume their persona as they read the letter in first person to the class. 
· Discussion regarding the personality and life of each teen may have had (infer) will take place. 
· A sympathy card will be developed utilizing original artwork and a poem reflecting upon each of the teen’s life and times. This will be presented to the class and presented on “The Wall of Tears”. 
· Discussion of tolerance in general following the background of the Holocaust and a debate on embracing differences vs. criticizing others will nurture understanding and appreciation.
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Lesson Plan

Wall of Tears
 Grade Levels: 
· Grades: 6-8 

 Goal: 
· The student will learn the hardship and tragedies of teenagers during the         Holocaust through primary resources                                                                 
 Sunshine State Standards: 

· SS.6.G.2.5, SS.6.W.1.1, SS.6.W.1.3, SS.6.W.1.3, SS.6.W.1.4, SS.6.W.1.5, SS.6.W.1.6  ■ SS.7.C.2.10,SS.7.C.2.11,SS.7.C.2.12,SS.7.C.2.13,SS.7.C.2.14, SS.7.C.3.1, SS.7.C.4.2  ■ SS.8.A.1.1, SS.8.A.1.2, SS.8.A.1.4, SS.8.A.1.5, SS.8.A.1.7
· LA.6.1.6.1, LA.6.1.6.5, LA.6.1.7.4, LA.6.1.7.7, LA.6.2.1.4, LA.6.3.5.3, LA.6.4.2.3, LA.6.6.2.3, LA.6.6.3.2, ■ LA.7.1.6.1, LA.7.1.6.5, LA.7.1.7.4, LA.7.1.7.7, LA.7.2.1.4, LA.7.3.5.3, LA.7.4.2.3, LA.7.6.2.3, LA.7.6.3.3 ■ LA.8.1.7.4, LA.8.1.7.7, LA.8.2.1.4, LA.8.3.5.3, LA.8.4.2.3, LA.8.4.2.5 LA.8.6.2.3, LA.8.6.2.4LA.8.6.3.2, LA.8.6.3.3
 Materials: 

· Biographies in cardstock(laminated) and a flashlight
 Objectives: 

· To create awareness of differences and a cultural understanding of others.
 Procedures: 
Each student will receive a biographical card with a picture of a teenager. Then, each   student at a time will stand up and read their card in first person (lights will be off and a flashlight will be provided to exchange hands to each reader. All biographies are different)
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Directions to students:
Reflections of Teen Holocaust Victims
1. Read the letter to yourself.  

2. Read the letter in first person to the class. As you read connect with the teen and assume their persona. Infer to the personality and life each teen may have had. 

3. Reflect upon the lives of the teens that experienced the Holocaust implementing your own artwork and poetry. Create a sympathy card implementing original artwork and a poem reflecting upon each of the teen's life and times.                                                                                              

 Extended activity:

· Questions  for Classroom Discussions
1. How do world events upset the lives of the children? 
2. What do you do when you come into a room where you know no one? How do others treat you? Imagine you were one of the Jewish children..
3. What have you learned from these biographies? 
      Follow - up activities:
1. Have students assume the parts of the characters in the biographies and create a play..
2. Plant a tree in honor of the children. 

3. Students will take a fieldtrip to the Holocaust Memorial on Miami Beach.
 Assessment:
· Sympathy card, poem, oral quiz for each corresponding biography. 
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Resources

Webography
http://www.ushmm.org/outreach
The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum Homepage. Includes information about: background history and statistics of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, how to plan a visit to the museum, museum membership, community programs, films and lectures, conferences for educators, guidelines for teaching about the Holocaust, historical summaries, a videography for teachers, answers to five frequently asked questions about the Holocaust, Holocaust Resource Centers nationwide, and a searchable database of the Research Institute's archives and library.

www.holocaust-trc.org 
Holocaust Education Foundation includes lesson plans, guest lecturer lists, and curriculum resources. 

http://www.remember.org 
Homepage of the Cybrary of the Holocaust. It contains a collection of Encyclopedic information, answers to frequently asked questions, curriculum outlines, excerpts from survivor testimony, transcripts of Nazi speeches and official documents, artifact photos, historical photos, artwork, poetry, books written by survivors, links to other Holocaust sites, and more. Both audio clips and transcripts of survivor testimony and interviews with scholars are available. Some of the recent additions to this site include photo tours of Auschwitz, genealogy tracing information, and online chats with scholars. 

http://www.adl.org 
Anti-Defamation League, an organization founded in 1913 to fight anti-Semitism through programs and services that counteract hatred, prejudice and bigotry. The mission of the ADL is "to stop the defamation of Jewish people, to secure justice and fair treatment to all citizens alike." 

http://www.historychannel.com 
History Channel - Good resources for Holocaust film documentaries. 

http://www.socialstudies.com 
Social Studies School Service. An on-line catalog of Holocaust videos and resources. 

http://www.iearn.org/hgp 
iearn Holocaust/Genocide Project. This is an international nonprofit telecommunications project focusing on the study of the Holocaust and other genocides and involves participating schools around the world. 
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Supplementary Reading 
(for Middle School)
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	Altshuler, David A. Hitler's War Against the Jews -- The Holocaust: A Young Reader's Version of The War Against the Jews, 1933-1945 by Lucy Dawidowicz. 

This is a simplified and shortened version of Dawidowicz's carefully researched survey of the Holocaust. 
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	Gilbert, Martin. The Holocaust: Maps and Photographs. 

This is an excellent documentary resource for teachers and students, containing 23 maps, 59 photographs and captions. 
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	Frank, Anne. The Diary of a Young Girl. 

In her diary, Anne Frank recorded a vivid account of the horrors
 of war as seen through the eyes of a 13-year-old Jewish girl in
 hiding with her family. 

	[image: image5.png]



	Lowry, Lois. Number the Stars. 

When German troops begin to "relocate" Denmark's Jews, the Johansen family takes in Ellen Rosen and pretends she is part of 
their family. Their act of courage mirrored that of other Danes who helped save the great majority of Danish Jews. 

	[image: image6.png]



  [image: image7.png]



   [image: image8.png]



	Matas, Carol. Daniel's Story. 

Published in conjunction with an exhibit called "Daniel's Story: Remember the Children" at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC, this fictionalized story is based on a 
true-life composite of devastating experiences that children faced during the Holocaust. 
Anita Meyer Meinbach and Miriam L. Klein Kassenoff. 
Memories of the Night. 
This is a highly recommended curriculum of the Holocaust by  
multicultural specialists. Ideal for lessons on anti-bias, character  

education and cultural diversity. 
Wiesel, Elie. Night. 

Night is a young teen's powerful story about his nightmarish experiences at Auschwitz and the loss of his family
                                                 10
                                 Speakers




	Holocaust Memorial



	The following Holocaust Survivors are available to visit and speak to the students in your school:



	 ARNO

	ERBAN
	(305) 861-7037

	SABINA &   HENRY

	FRYDMAN
	(305) 93 1-4239

	NAT

	GLASS
	(305) 933-3328

	HERBY

	KARLINER
	(305)935-6047

	MORRIS

	ROSENBLATT
	(305) 932-6890

	JOE

	SACKS
	(305) 935-1961

	DAVID

	MARMELSTEIN
	(305) 595-5582

	GEORGE

	KLEIN
	(305) 387-0622
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Wall of Tears
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Students Reading Reflections
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Student Work (Poems) 
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Sympathy Cards
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Holocaust Glossary
The following is intended to provide a frame of reference for discussion.

Anti-Semitism 

Anti-Semitism is a prejudice and/or discrimination against Jews. Anti-Semitism can be based on hatred against Jews because of their religious beliefs, their group membership (ethnicity) and sometimes on the erroneous belief that Jews are a "race." 
Auschwitz 

Notorious death camp in Poland. Opened by the Nazis in 1940, it soon became the largest death camp run by a staff which had acquired experience from other camps. Supervised by SS Captain Rudolf Hoess, the camp eventually took the lives of over 2 million people by means of gassing, starvation, overwork, and disease. At its peak, with the gas chambers and crematoria operating full time,
 as many as 24,000 people were put to death each day. 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah 

Religious rite whereby a Jewish child enters adulthood. 
Concentration Camps 

A group of labor and death camps located in Germany and Nazi-occupied Europe for the incarceration of Nazi opponents, other "undesirables," political dissidents, Gypsies, Russian POWs and Jews. Conditions were so terrible that most inmates died after about four months. The death camps in Poland were Auschwitz, Belzec, Chelmno, Majdanek, Sobibor and Treblinka. 
Crematorium 

A furnace installed and used in the death camps to cremate and dispose of bodies after death by gassing, starvation, disease, or torture. 
Deportation 

The transportation or "resettlement" of Jews from Nazi-occupied countries to labor or death camps. 
Discrimination 

Discrimination is the denial of justice and fair treatment by both individuals and institutions in many arenas, including employment, education, housing, banking, and political rights. Discrimination is an action that can follow prejudiced 
thinking. 
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Gestapo 

Acronym in German for Geheime Staatspolizei (Secret State Police). The Nazis established the Gestapo in order to monitor and stamp out any political opposition to the Hitler regime. Under Heinrich Himmler, the Gestapo's powers became brutal and far-reaching in ferreting out Jews, Marxists, and even moderate critics of the regime. 
Heterosexism 

Heterosexism is prejudice and/or discrimination against people who are or who are perceived to be lesbian, gay or bisexual. 
Hitler, Adolf 

Fuehrer (leader) and Chancellor of the Third Reich, from 1933 until his death in 1945. He built a German regime unparalleled as an instrument of tyranny, oppression, and ruin. Waging war in Europe and a campaign to annihilate the Jewish people, he brought Western civilization itself to the brink of destruction. 
Holocaust 

Term devised in the late 1950's to describe the Nazi program of the wholesale physical annihilation of European Jewry. Connotes an unprecedented phenomenon of human destruction. By the end of World War II, it was estimated that some 6 million Jews had perished as a result of the systematic killing program of the Nazis. 
Homophobia 

Homophobia is the irrational fear of people who are believed to be lesbian, gay 
or bisexual. 
Prejudice 

Prejudice is pre-judging, making a decision about a person or group of people without sufficient knowledge. Prejudicial thinking is frequently based on stereotypes. 
Racism 

Racism is a prejudice and/or discrimination based on the social construction of "race." Differences in physical characteristics (e.g., skin color, hair texture, eye shape) are used to support a system of inequities. 
Religious Bigotry 

Religious bigotry is prejudice or discrimination against one or all members of a particular religious group based on negative perceptions of their religious beliefs and practices or on negative group stereotypes. 
Scapegoating 

Scapegoating is the action of blaming an individual or group for something 
when, in reality, there is no one person or group responsible for the problem. It targets another person or group as responsible for problems in society because of that person's group identity. 
Sexism 

Sexism is prejudice and/or discrimination based on gender. 
SS (Schutzstaffel) 

This elite guard was originally organized to serve as Hitler's personal protection service. Under Himmler, the organization expanded enormously, from 280 men in 1929 to 40,000 members in 1939. Their activities and powers grew to administer the concentration camps. It was the SS that eventually suppressed the uprising in the Warsaw ghetto. 
Stereotypes 

A stereotype is a preconceived or oversimplified generalization about an entire group of people without regard for individual differences. Even when stereotypes are positive, they always have a negative impact and can lead to discrimination. 
Survivor 

Refers to a person who has survived the Holocaust. 
Swastika 

Called Hakenkreuz in German. An ancient symbol used in India, Persia, Greece, and elsewhere as a religious emblem to ward off evil spirits. Using it as the official symbol of the Nazis, Hitler corrupted the meaning of the holy insignia to denote Aryan racial superiority. 
Third Reich 

The Third Empire. This was the official name of Hitler's regime, which ruled from 1933 to 1945. The Nazis regarded their rule as the successor to two previous empires: the Holy Roman Empire (962 AD-1806) and the Second Reich 
founded by Otto von Bismarck (1871-1918). 
Zyklon-B 

Poison gas used in the gas chambers of death camps. 
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